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Statement by Concerned Scholars on China’s Mass Detention of Turkic Minorities

Scholars from around the world have signed on to a statement forcefully condemning the mass
internment of Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslim minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region (XUAR) of China.
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As concerned scholars who study China, the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR),
Central Asia, and other related regions of the world, we issue this statement to highlight our
concerns and to call the international community to action in relation to the mass human rights
abuses and deliberate attacks on indigenous cultures presently taking place in China’s XUAR.
The signatories to this statement are united in viewing the present situation in this region of
China as one of significant international concern. This situation must be addressed to prevent
setting negative future precedents regarding the acceptability of any state’s complete repression
of a segment of its population, especially on the basis of ethnicity or religion.

Background

The Chinese state is engaged in the mass detention of Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz and other
Muslim minorities in their homelands in the Central Asian borderlands of Northwest
China.Researchers estimate that around one million people have been detained without trial. In
the camps, these detainees, most of whom are Uyghur, are subjected to deeply invasive forms of
surveillance and psychological stress as they are forced to abandon their native language,
religious beliefs and cultural practices. Outside of the camps, more than 10 million Turkic Muslim
minorities in the region are subjected to a dense network of surveillance systems, checkpoints,
and interpersonal monitoring which severely limit all forms of personal freedom.

What is Happening in the Camps?

Until October 2018 the Chinese authorities officially denied the existence of the camps. They have
since declared that the camps are “vocational training” schools which Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and
other Muslim minorities attend voluntarily. In programing featured on state television on October
16, Uyghur detainees were shown learning Chinese, receiving training in industrial production,
and discussing their regret concerning past religious and ethno-national beliefs while proclaiming
a new-found love for the Chinese political system. Yet in many of the shots at the camp, it is clear
that the detainees are being monitored by numerous cameras.

https://concernedscholars.home.blog/2018/11/26/the-journey-begins/ 1/27


https://concernedscholars.home.blog/
https://concernedscholars.home.blog/author/concernedscholars/
https://concernedscholars.home.blog/category/uncategorized/

2018/11/27 TEXT OF STATEMENT - Statement by Concerned Scholars on China’s Mass Detention of Turkic Minorities

Reports (https:/ /apnews.com/6e151296fb194f85ba69a8babd972e4b) from eyewitnesses have
noted malnourishment and severe psychological distress among the detainees, and some report
detainees being forcibly given psychiatric drugs. In some cases, shoelaces and belts are
confiscated, due to the prevalence of self-harm and suicide. Those who do not fully participate in
political reeducation are often subjected to beatings, solitary confinement, and forms of religious
and psychological violation. There have been numerous reports of deaths in the centers,
particularly among the elderly and infirm, but also of younger people who were in good health
when they were taken. While there are frequent reports of more people entering the camps, there
are very few reports of those being released.

Why is this happening now?

China’s present signature foreign policy initiative is the “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI) that
seeks to connect the PRC economically to the rest of the Eurasian continent through large
infrastructure projects that will stimulate international trade. The western and south-western
components of the BRI require the XUAR to serve as a transportation and commercial hub to
trade routes and pipelines that will join China with Central and South Asia, the Middle East, and
the entirety of Europe. As a result, the XUAR has become a very important strategic region for
China, and the state views its indigenous populations as an obstacle to developing its vision for
this future critical center of international commercial networks.

What are the implications of the mass detention system in the XUAR for the rest of China?

China’s approach in the XUAR is consistent with the CCP’s broader implementation of the
concept of “social management” as a means of preserving its hold on power. For the Party, the
goal of “social management” and the “social credit” system is to ensure that the population
internalizes the Communist Party’s ideology and supports the Party’s hold on power. In the
XUAR, this requires that key markers of Turkic Muslim identity such as religious observance and
language be forcibly “cured” or “eradicated” through mass incarceration and “re-education.”
There are concerns that such extreme measures could be replicated to address other segments of
the Chinese population who are perceived as threatening the Party’s monolithic vision of the
PRC.

What are the implications for the rest of the world?

China has defended its mass incarceration of Turkic Muslims on the basis of counter-terrorism.
However, it is also apparent that China is both seeking to embed its Xinjiang-focused policies in
counter-terrorism cooperation with international partners and to export the methods and
technologies that have underpinned its “surveillance state” in Xinjiang. If what is happening
today in the XUAR is not addressed by the international community, there is a likelihood that we
could see its replication in other authoritarian states who have used the label of “terrorist” to
describe those who peacefully resist state hegemony.

Policy Suggestions

There is now significant discussion among US and European leaders regarding economic
sanctions directed at key Chinese leaders and security companies. There is also discussion of new
forms of assistance to Uyghur and Kazakh asylum seekers outside of China and the
establishment of a Congressional Act in the US that would earmark resources to protect the
human rights of Uyghurs inside China. The signatories support these initiatives and call for the
following additional measures to be taken by the international community:
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1) We call on states and institutions to issue formal statements demanding that Xi Jinping and
Chen Quanguo immediately abolish the “transformation through education” detention system
and release all Uyghur, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, and other detainees.

2) We call on states and institutions to demand and impose economic sanctions on Chinese
authorities and technology companies in- and outside of China, which are benefiting from this
process. Such sanctions should go beyond lower-level officials and target Chen Quanguo, under
whose leadership in the region this system of mass incarceration has been instituted. Likewise,
they should include high-profile technology companies, whose concessions to the Chinese
government on internet surveillance have implicated them in the repression presently taking
place in the XUAR.

3) We call on states and institutions to introduce legislation joining Germany and Sweden in
granting expedited asylum to Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and other Turkic Muslim minorities from China
and a blanket refusal to deport Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims to China.

4) We call on Beijing to cease its extra-territorial campaign of harassment against members of the
Uyghur diaspora community around the globe and urge relevant states and institutions where
those communities reside to make the protection of Uyghurs a matter of priority in their
diplomatic relations with Beijing.

5) We call on the thirteen UN member states that expressed grave concern about the existence of
this system of mass incarceration at the recent UN Universal Periodic Review of China’s human
rights record to spearhead a movement for UN action aimed at investigating this mass
internment system and closing the camps. Additionally, we call on those states that have yet
remained silent on this issue, including Muslim-majority states and those in Central Asia whose
own citizens or citizens’ relatives have been interned, to join in this action.

6) We call upon countries presently engaged in negotiations regarding projects that are part of the
Belt and Road Initiative, particularly those that are linking to the XUAR as a hub for trade and
commerce, to make their involvement in these projects contingent on the closing of the mass
internment camps and the ceasing of other means of mass repression to which the Turkic
minorities in this region are currently subjected.

7) We call upon academic institutions around the world with formal partnerships with state-run
Chinese academic institutions to express their concern about the present situation in the XUAR
with their colleagues and to consider suspending their partnerships until the camps have been
closed and all detainees are released.

PDF of STATEMENT HERE
(https:/ / concernedscholarshome.files.wordpress.com /2018 /11 / statement-by-concerned-
scholars-on-the-mass-detention-of-turkic-minorities.pdf)

Signatories:
United States of America (105)

Sean R. Roberts
Assoc. Prof. and Director, Int’l Dev. Studies
The George Washington University (US)
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Georgetown University (US)
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Lecturer
Department of Anthropology

University of Washington (US)
Elise Marie Anderson

PhD Candidate

Indiana University (US)
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Assistant Professor of History
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Timothy Grose,
Assistant Professor of China Studies
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology (US)

Victor H. Mair
Professor
University of Pennsylvania (US)

Gardner Bovingdon
Associate Professor
Indiana University (US)

Dru C. Gladney
Professor of Anthropology
Pomona College (US)

Dr William Clark
Adjunct Professor
Northwest University (US)

Marlene Laruelle
Director, Central Asian Program
The George Washington University (US)

Anne Henochowicz
Independent researcher

Wen-ling Liu
Librarian for East Asian and Tibetan Studies
Indiana University, Bloomington

Cynthia Werner
Professor and Head of Anthropology
Texas A&M University
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Joseph Adler

Professor Emeritus, Asian Studies and Religious Studies

Kenyon College (US)

Ulug Kuzuoglu
Lecturer
Columbia University

Renat Shaykhutdinov
Associate Professor
Florida Atlantic University

Henryk Szadziewski
PhD candidate
Univ of Hawaii Manoa (US)

Arianne M. Gaetano
Associate Professor of Anthropology
Auburn University (US)

Eric Schluessel

Assistant Professor of Chinese History and Politics

University of Montana (US)

Amanda E. Wooden
Associate Professor
Bucknell University (US)

Dr Edward Lemon
Global Fellow
Kennan Institute (US)

Ling-wei Kung
Phd Candidate
Columbia University (US)

Dr. Memet Emin
Columbia University Medical Center

Benjamin Gatling

Assistant Professor
Department of English

George Mason University (US)

Jichang Lulu
Independent researcher (US)

Andrew Seth Meyer

Professor of History

Brooklyn College

City University of New York (US)
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Turan Kayaoglu

Professor of Political Science

Associate Vice Chancellor for Research
University of Washington-Takoma (US)

Noor O’Neill Borbieva, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Anthropology
Purdue University Fort Wayne (US)

Michaela Pohl
Associate Professor
Vassar College, Ohio (US)

Ali 1gmen
Professor

California State University, Long Beach, and President, Central Eurasian Studies Society (US)

Marianne Kamp
Associate Professor
Central Eurasian Studies
Indiana University (US)

Oxana Shevel
Associate Professor of Political Science
Tufts University (US)

Alvin Y.H. Cheung
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Colleen Wood

PhD Student
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Columbia University (US)
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Associate Professor
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University of Southern California (US)

Michele Commercio
Associate Professor, Political Science
University of Vermont (US)

Adeeb Khalid
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Professor
Marquette University (US)
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Jeffrey Wasserstrom
Chancellor’s Professor of History
University of California Irvine (US)

Kelly Hammond
Assistant Professor
University of Arkansas (US)

Hussein Rashid, PhD
Adjunct Faculty
Columbia University (US)

Andrew J. Nathan
Class of 1919 Professor of Political Science
Columbia University (US)

Dorothy J. Solinger

Professor, Emerita

Dept. of Political Science
University of California Irvine (US)

Eric McGlinchey
Associate Professor of Politics
George Mason University (US)

Ronald Brooks Wiley, PhD
independent scholar (US)

Lesley R. Turnbull
independent researcher (US)

Nazif Mohib Shahrani, PhD

Professor of Anthropology, Central Asian and Middle Eastern Studies

School of Global and International Studies
Indiana University (US)

Elsa Kania
PhD Student
Harvard University (US)

David W. Montgomery
Associate Research Professor
University of Maryland (US)

Russell Zanca
Professor, Department of Anthropology
Northeastern Illinois University (US)

Carole McGranahan
Associate Professor of Anthropology
University of Colorado (US)
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Emily T. Yeh
Professor
University of Colorado Boulder (US)

Morgan Y. Liu
Associate Professor of Anthropology
The Ohio State University (US)

Togzhan Kassenova

Senior non-resident scholar

Institute for International Science and Technology Policy
Elliott School of International Affairs

The George Washington University (US/Kazakhstan)

Nargis Kassenova

Senior Fellow

Program on Central Asia

Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies
Harvard University (US/Kazakhstan)

Alessandro Rippa
Postdoctoral Fellow
University of Colorado Boulder (US)

Mehmet Volkan Kasikci
PhD Candidate, History
Arizona State University (US/Turkey)

Steven Sabol
Professor of History
UNC Charlotte (US)

Scott Radnitz
Associate Professor
Jackson School of International Studies University of Washington (US)

Mariusz Ozminkowski, Ph.D.
California State Polytechnic University Pomona (US)

Edward Friedman
Professor Emeritus
University of Wisconsin (US)

Gail Helt
Assistant Professor of Political Science
King University (US)

Nader Hashemi
Director of the Center for Middle East Studies
University of Denver (US)
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Magnus Fiskesjo, PhD

Associate Professor

Department of Anthropology

Cornell University (US)

Mark Kramer
Center Director
Harvard University (US)

Jonathan Schwartz, Ph.D,
Professor of Political Science and International Relations
State University of New York, New Paltz (US)

Yao Lin
Global Justice Program
Yale Law School (US)

Mark LeVine
Professor, Dept of History
University of California Irvine (US)

Andrea Valedon
PhD Candidate
University of Michigan (US)

Charlene Makley
Professor of Anthropology
Reed College (US)
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Professor, Director of the Center for Russian, Eurasian and East European Studies
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (US)

Andrew C. Kuchins
Senior Fellow and Research Fellow
Georgetown University (US)

Sarah Tynen
PhD Candidate and Researcher
University of Colorado Boulder (US)

Alan Gilbert
Distinguished University Professor
Josef Korbel School of International Studies University of Denver (US)

Stephen Zunes
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Professor, Diplomacy & World Affairs
Occidental College (US)
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Semih Sahin
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Georgia Institute of Technology (US)
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Professor, Department of Mathematics
Northwestern University (US)
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Professor Emeritus of Islamic History
Georgetown University (US)

Rory Truex
Assistant Professor of Politics and International Affairs
Princeton University (US)

Douglas Blum
Professor of Political Science
Providence College (US)

Jonathan Lipman
Professor Emeritus of History
Mount Holyoke College (US)
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Columbia University and Tibet Action Institute (US)

Ann Elizabeth Mayer

Associate Professor Emeritus of Legal Studies and Business Ethics
Dept. of Legal Studies and Business Ethics

The Wharton School

University of Pennsylvania (US)

Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad

Professor of the History of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations
School of Foreign Service

Georgetown University (US)

John L. Esposito
University Professor
Georgetown University (US)

Victor Shih

Associate Professor

School of Global Policy and Strategy
University of California at San Diego (US)
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Jesse Driscoll

Associate Professor

School of Global Policy and Strategy
University of California San Diego (US)
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Professor
University of Kansas (US)
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Professor Emeritus

Visiting Scholar
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Martin Flaherty

Visiting Professor
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Tom Farer
University Professor
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Professor Virginia Harper Ho
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University of Virginia (US)

Hussein Rashid, PhD
Adjunct Faculty
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Professor
University of Kansas (US)

Steven I. Levine
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University of Montana (US)
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Senior Lecturer in Chinese Studies
Newcastle University (UK)
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Independent Scholar
PhD FRHistS FRAS (UK)
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Research Associate
University of Sussex (UK)
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Professor of Arabic
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University of Oxford (UK)
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Senior Lecturer and Principal Investigator

Institute for Cell and Molecular Biosciences
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University of Newcastle (UK)
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Director of Doctoral Studies
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Dr. Patricia Oliart
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